Student Rules & Regulations Committee 1Y ‘ TEXAS A&M
June 6, 2025 S
12:00 PM-2:00 PM
Koldus 110/Zoom Meeting

UNIVERSITY

Voting Members in Attendance: Philip McLemore (proxy for OGC), Chris Cherry, Venesa Heidick, Angie
Hill Price, Bridgette Ingram, Heather Klein, Jennifer Lightfoot, Rob Rahm, Trent Smith, Grace Townsend,
Brandon Rea

Non-voting Members in Attendance: Blair Alvarado, Neil Golemo, Shelby Hearn
Guests in Attendance: Andrea Edwards, Jacob Clough, Rachel Alford

Approved Minutes (in bulk) from past meetings: Angie Hill Price moved to approve, Trent Smith second,
10 for, 1 abstention, none against

2.7.25

4.4.25

5.2.25

5.12.25

a) Rule 14.5 Degree Requirements
Discussion: regarding language change: currently it reads as a right, that students have the right to move
to a later catalog. If a privilege, this gives control back to the college, each college/entity would have to
have their own consistent policy in place and that policy would need to be communicated to all.
Decision: Venesa Heidick move to approve, Chris Cherry second, 9 for, 2 abstain, none against

b) Rule 10.4 Passing Grades
Discussion: what is the problem trying to solve? Create more transparency, should this be departmental
policy or a rule change? When are the many different choices applicable? Trent: Working on automation
that this is what happens, not subject to interpretation.
Is this changing something or rewarding? Trent says no change, clarifying what is already happening.
Question on language “this may be applicable” denotes that the student has choices. “May”: One of the
bullet points is going to happen. Refer to UG Rule: 10.21
Complex process to make this accurate and clear.

Decision: Submitter will take back to GOC (Graduate Operations Committee) for language clarification.
Angie Hill Price move to send back to submitter, second by Venesa Heidick, 9 for, 1 abstain, no against

c) Rule 1.8 Student Registration
Discussion: Students creating own work-around for paying less tuition/fees by being enrolled in less
hours, this builds in a clause that you are eligible for this one time and then closes that loophole.
Undergrad rule (1.7) that was plopped to apply to grad students but it doesn’t work that way. Rule being
exploited to obtain legal status for int’l students. Insert “graduate” in front of student in the added
sections for clarity. Friendly edit.

Decision: Rob Rahm moved to accept with provided amendment, second by Angie Hill Price, 10 for, 1
abstain, no against

d) Rule 5.2 Change of Curriculum
Discussion: proxy of submitter explained rationale for submission, Is the goal for this to apply only to UG?
Yes, add “undergraduate” to added text. This situation is unique to College of Visualization & Fine Arts.
Will this accomplish the goal? Students can submit “fish form” through Friday before spring semester
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starts. Heather Klein thinks this won’t solve the issue because of Fish Form. AOC thought one semester
was a compromise between having to take a full year before changing major and changing at the
beginning of their first semester. The goal is to make them stay in one full semester. This applies to those
UG students admitted by portfolio or audition. Does this happen often? In the old program, yes, in the
new program don’t have a lot of experience with this? But in dance major, this happens frequently. Why
make this exception for just this department and not other departments? AOC response: the student we
are addressing is cunning, virtuoso and can get in this program, but can’t get in A&M on their own right.
The audition/portfolio is what got the student over the hump. Other freshmen/transfers get in on their
academic strength. Forcing students to delay transfer application is beneficial for the program/students.
This could result in excess credit hours causing excess cost for students. Grace Townsend: This happens at
TAMUG frequently, by 12 day of first semester, freshmen have filled out fish form and don’t care about
being at Galveston. Different suggestions made: get rid of the rule, advisors put holds on accounts, force
a conversation before submitting fish form, change the window of fish form to start later?

IF this is for a small group of students, does this need to be a rule? Can this be a condition in the
admission process? You have to stay a semester or this offer is rescinded.

Revisit the fish form?

In Music Program students are accepted after successful audition. This acceptance is contingent on
acceptance to TAMU.

Students must take classes in their viz/art major in their first semester.

Closet majors: this happens in other majors

Dr. Harrell will reach out to Provost regarding fish form.

Suggestion to pass this for Viz/Art and later expand it to apply to other dept/colleges

Decision: motion to approve by Grace Townsend, second by Chris Cherry, with further discussion, 7 yes, 3
abstain, no against

Notes/Action Items:

Based on voting, last Friday of the month from 2-4 for permanent RR meetings moving forward.
Kristen Harrell move to adjourn, Venesa Heidick second, 9 yes,1 abstain, no against

Go in effect for fall semester. Dr. H to have concerted conversation with students GPSG, SGA of importance of
showing up/ participating.

Move to adjourn. 4:21pm
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