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Kristen Harrell, Chair

Voting Members in Attendance: Jacob Becker, Chris Cherry, Sarah Gordon (in lieu of Bridgette Ingram), Heather Klein,
Susan Phillips, Dale Rice, Trent Smith, Grace Townsend, Ella Grandjean, Patrick Grigsby, Mario Milian, & Katherine Zhao
Non-voting Members in Attendance: Blair Alvarado, Neil Golemo, & Lori Moore

Guests in Attendance: Jennifer Smith, Gary Lucas, & Robert Ahdieh

Review and Approval of Minutes for 01.30.26
Motion to approve by Susan Phillips, second by Chris Cherry
Motion passes by show of hands, 9 in favor

Update on January rule(s): Update on rule regarding 24.4.14 & 4.4.26. Justin Jeffery submitted revision to previous
request. Suggestions related to the ammunition safety language of 24.4.26.1 aligning with state law & adding
personal pepper spray to 24.4.14 to ending section. OGC recommended language changes in a few areas.

Rule 24.4.14 & 24.4.26 - Weapons & Explosives; emphasis on personal pepper spray

Discussion: Submitter discussed with OGC—who made suggestions on weapons language & added “personal” to
pepper spray. Submitter explained specific changes. Question arose about the word “harmful.” Issues with the second
part of the paragraph “however, any unlawful or harmful, threatening, or reckless use or display of these or any other
weapon —whether legally possessed or not — is prohibited.” Several would like to remove this portion. Submitter desires
to keep itin the “reckless” portion. SCO to make the judgement call on what is “harmful and threatening.”

Question arose about “lawful self-defense.” Delete “or harmful and threatening” & friendly edits to Rule 24.4.26.1.
Decision: Move to approve by Dale Rice, second by Patrick Grigsby, yes 11, abstain 1.

Rule 31 - Racial & Ethnic Harassment; emphasis on academic freedom

Discussion: Submitter gave context for rule change submission. Rule sits in System Policy 08.01, System Regulation
08.01.01 & University SAP 08.01.01.M1.01. Comment on rule making one complicit in removing academic freedom, while
no faculty body in place to discuss. Harrell asked if there was room to accept change; question directed to refer to
System Policy. Harrell expressed that rule will most likely not pass as is. Jacob suggested leaving all text related to
Academic Freedom & removing text related to ethnic & racial free harassment. Heather expressed hesitation to make
this decision for all faculty — would need to see exactly what the revised rule might say before voting consideration.
Decision: Dale Rice made motion to move to draft version of rule proposal that does not eliminate all of Rule 31 but only
that portion pertaining to System Policy 08.01, System Regulation 08.01.01 and University SAP 08.01.01.M1.01.

Second by Heather Klein. Vote to revise: 11 oppose: 1, Kristen Harrell to work with submitter.

Rule 56 - Discrimination Appeals Panel

Discussion: Discrimination Appeals Panel under revision via website. Discussion on what happens with numbering if
entire rule is deleted. Directed in reference to relevant university rule. Move to remove Rule 56.

Decision: Motion to approve by Trent Smith, second by Susan Phillips, yes 12.

Rule 1.8 - Student Registration; emphasis on Law School & redefining graduate school full-time enrollment

Discussion: Submitter gave context for this rule change; discussions with Gary Lucas to define what a full-time graduate
studentis (emphasis on School of Law). Submitter requests committee approval to create a “process” for School of Law
to present to Provost Office to create change of hours constituting a full-time graduate student. Question pertaining to
safeguards to avoid abuse & set precedents. School of Law concerned pending financial aid management changes
arising Summer 2026. Potential for implication of optics via increasing student loan debt & impact on enrollment
reporting—refer to Vanessa. Concerns on program advocation & student requests; uniformity issue.

Decision: Motion to approve by Susan Phillips, second by Jacob Becker, yes 11, no 1, abstain O; rule to go to process.

*3:30pm meeting adjourned.



